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Project

• DEVELOPMENT OF AN ONLINE 
TRAINING PACKAGE FOR 
PAEDIATRIC PALLIATIVE CARE 
IN IRAQ 
• Bid Reference: RFP-WHO-Bag 

2022-06-04 
• Country/Unit Name: WHOP 

Iraq Procurement 
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Background
• Regional virtual consultation 

meeting on the Global Initiative for 
Childhood Cancer (GICC) – January 
2021
• Call for proposals to member states
• Six projects funded
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2.4
CHILDHOOD CANCER 
CARE PATHWAY

Understanding the childhood cancer care pathway, from symptom 
onset through diagnosis and treatment and ultimately to survivorship 
or end-of-life care, is important for the successful implementation 
of the CureAll approach. Health systems must be prepared to 

respond to the needs of children along the entire pathway through 
coordinated services, the provision of multidisciplinary care and 
information systems that identify challenges at each step (Figure 16).

Figure 16. Childhood cancer care pathway

Source: WHO 2020 (56).

Caring for children with cancer carries unique specificities along the 
cancer continuum that must be included in packages of essential 
interventions in order to meet children’s needs. These include:

Early detection, including primary care: careful attention to signs 
and symptoms in young children who cannot always describe 
symptoms; parents as well as primary care providers must be aware 
of the specific signs in order to achieve early diagnoses including 
timely diagnosis and staging. 
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• Approx 2,800 children with cancer 
(0-14 years) in Iraq in 2020
• 26 paediatric haemato-oncology 

departments – no PC specialists or 
units
• Online training package – pilot 

project for the region.
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• Overarching aim of the project is to 
improve the quality of life of 
paediatric cancer patients and their 
families by alleviating the problems 
associated with life-limiting illnesses 
through capacity building of health 
care personnel, and building the 
necessary capacity to set up PC units 
in Baghdad and Basra



Three overall 
activities

• Development of a multi-
disciplinary online training package 
for paediatric PC (included a desk 
review)
• Facilitating the online training – 20 

hours
• Evaluation
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Programme

1. Introduction and advocacy session –
Tuesday 25th October

2. Communication in Paediatric Palliative Care 
– Saturday 29th October

3. Pain assessment and management –
Wednesday 2nd November

4. Psychosocial, cultural and spiritual care in 
PPC – Saturday 5th November

5. Symptom control and end-of-life care –
Wednesday 9th November

6. Ethical and legal issues and self-care in PPC –
Saturday 12th November

7. Working collaboratively to develop PPC –
Wednesday 16th November
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Today’s 
Session
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Session Title
1. Welcome and introduction to the training –

Prof Julia Downing
2. Opening remarks

3. Why do we need Palliative Care and Palliative 
Care for children and the Global Context – Alex 
Daniels

4. Status of PPC in Iraq including key challenges –
Dr Samaher Fadhil

5. Integration of PPC into health care systems: 
Key components and considerations – Prof. 
Julia Downing

6. Summary and Close



ICPCN……
• Is the global network of individuals and 

organisations working together to reach 
the estimated 21 million children with life-
limiting conditions and life-threatening 
illnesses

• We believe that:
• All children and young people and 

their families have the right of access 
to PC

• That PC should begin at diagnosis and 
continues into bereavement

• The family are the primary caregivers 
and need to be empowered

• That CPC is about living life to the full



ICPCN CARES

COMMUNICATIONS ADVOCACY RESEARCH

EDUCATION AND 
TRAINING

STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT www.icpcn.org

www.elearnicpcn.org

http://www.icpcn.org/
http://www.elearnicpcn.org/



